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Tissot T-Race MotoGP 


LIMITED EDITION 2012 
Become part of racing history with a robust 
316L stainless steel watch. Scratch-resistant 
sapphire crystal, quartz chronograph and water 
resistance up to lObar (100m / 330ft). 




IN TOUCH WITH YOUR TIME 

















Swinging back... 

Jorge Lorenzo clawed back some of the numerical 
weight he lost at Assen this year when fate decided 
to strike Dani Pedrosa at Misano. While the Spanish 
Honda rider was tumbling through the air his Yamaha- 
mounted countryman was enacting a different kind of 
flight at the front for win number six of 2012 

Photo by www.yamahainotogp.com 
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In the thick of it... 

Ray Archer couldn’t possibly get any closer to the 
bedlam that engulfed Red Bull KTM’s Jeffrey Herlings 
as the seventeen year old finally claimed the MX2 FIM 
Motocross World Championship almost ten days ago. It 
was the Austrian’s fifth successive title in the category 
and represented Holland’s first for nineteen ye 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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Total Triumph... 

Roland Brown gets his hands on Triumph’s latest piece 
of kit in the Trophy tourer. A little cross-comparison with 
the Tiger Explorer made perfect sense and helps to derm 
onstrate the quality and versatility the iconic brand are 
forging with their efforts over the past eighteen months 

Photo by Alessio/Stefano Gadda 
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Tony Caifoli’s Italian connection at Red Bull KTM is 
arguably the. mo^ajFprmidable core opvyorkers in the 
FIM MotPpioss World Championship, the Sicilian 
and his group arqrunbeaten since 2009 and have only 
missed a title,,celebration once since 2007. Impressive 
stuff. Click hereto get the inside line on the group v 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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LQMMEL, BELGIUM - 3Qth SEPTEMBER WEEKEND 



BUY THE TICKETS ONLINE ON 

WWW.MXON2Q n 2.COM 







MbtoGP winner: Jorge Lorenzo, Yamaha 
Moto2 winner: Marc Marquez, Alter 


to3 winner: Sandro Cortese 
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A good start in the midst of the chaos was key to 
Rossi’s positive surge to the front and his first podium 
for a year. A new swingarm and frame improved the 
troublesome front end feeling for the Italian who 
dedicated his result to the Simoncelli family 










T he chaotic sequence of events at the start 
of the San Marino Grand Prix could well 
have decided the destination of the MotoGP 
World Championship crown in 2012. So much 
of this season has been about everything that 
has been happening off the track, and while 
much of this drama took place between the 
white lines, it was still before the lights had 
even gone out that this Misano chase was 
seemingly decided. 

With Dani Pedrosa starting from pole position, 
and almost certainly set for another shot at 
victory after his triumphs in the previous two 
rounds, the mood in the Repsol Honda camp 
had still been upbeat despite the absence 
of their reigning world champ Casey Stoner. 
Pedrosa had been clawing back Lorenzo’s ad¬ 
vantage gradually, and with no injury to affect 
his progress for virtually the first time since he 
joined the premier class, he looked on course 
to challenge for the title. 

However the mood in the orange garage was 
soon to change when Karel Abraham’s hand 
went up as the lights turned to red at Misano. 
To not go into too much detail about the much- 
talked about sequence of events, the Czech 
rider’s stall (due to a mechanical failure) on 
the line led to panic as the riders were forced 
to switch off their machines in the heat, and 
the grid was swamped with mechanics rushing 
to fit tyre-warmers and push their riders back 
into position. 

Amidst the confusion, Pedrosa’s crew was un¬ 
able to remove the warmer from his front tyre 
and the team wheeled his machine into pit- 
lane, which would prove to be a costly error. 

He shouldn’t have been allowed back onto the 
pole spot, but he was pushed back through, 
and the second warm-up lap began. He ap¬ 
peared to still have a problem as he fell behind 
the safety car, but when he realised it was just 
the pit-lane speed limiter, he joined up at the 
back of the grid. 



Lorenzo blasted away from second spot and 
led the way, whilst Pedrosa scythed his way 
through the field into the first corner and again 
round turn three into the tight double-apex at 
four and five. He had made up about ten posi¬ 
tions coming into the back straight and passed 
Barbera and De Puniet heading towards la 
Quercia. The Spanish rider was keen to stay 
in front of the Frenchman however and as he 
braked into the left-hander, there was no space 
for manoeuvre and he clipped the rear of Pe¬ 
drosa, catapulting his compatriot into the air. 
The crowds were stunned, the paddock went 
silent, and as Lorenzo strolled to an easy win, 


the reality set in. With five rounds remaining, 
Pedrosa will have to make up a 38-point gap if 
he wants to win the title that has eluded him in 
six fruitless seasons at the top. It is cruel luck 
after it had looked as if momentum was swing¬ 
ing proceedings in his favour, and even having 
started from the back, many fancied he would 
have won in Misano. 


Nonetheless, Lorenzo will point to his own 
misfortune in Assen, and he was once again 
as clinical as he has been all season. That blip 
in Holland is the only time he has failed to 








A mistake by Crutchlow - who says he still 
struggles to stop the Yamaha with a full 
fuel tank - means that he now has Rossi 
breathing down his neck in the standings 



finish outside the top two. The perpetrator of 
that crash, Alvaro Bautista, found some kind of 
redemption with a first MotoGP podium at the 
San Marino race. It is the Gresini team’s home- 
race, and at the track named after his prede¬ 
cessor Marco Simoncelli, creating an emotion¬ 
al finish that was only bettered by Valentino 
Rossi’s first dry rostrum finish of the season. 

That it was Rossi’s last race in Italy on the red 
bike spurred on the nine-time champion, and 
he was further buoyed by the fact that due 
to the missed practices on Friday his test the 
week earlier in Misano had left him with cru¬ 


cial set-up information, not to mention a new 
frame and swingarm which looks to be signifi¬ 
cant. Aragon will be the acid test for the new 
package, but there will be no taking away the 
delight of the Italian fans whom stormed the 
track to celebrate. 

That many did so bearing the ‘58’ of Rossi’s 
great pal Simoncelli made the event even more 
special. This weekend will live on long in the 
memory, just like Sic himself. 
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Misano is the closest of the MotoGP 
rounds to Rossi’s home on the east 
coast. He could not have picked 
a better venue to improve the all 
round Rossi-Ducati vibe 



























Redrosa lamented a weekend of 
mishap that begun with a dry/wet 
first day on Friday and saw the 
majority warming their pit-box s ez 
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Yamaha keep their designers busy... 
and their latest scheme was another 
head-turning design that is likely to 
drive replica sales 
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CLASSIFICATION & 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

2 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Ducati 

3 

Alvaro Bautista, SPA 

Honda 

4 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Yamaha 

5 

Ben Spies, USA 

Yamaha 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 13 of is rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jorge Lorenzo 

270 

2 

Dani Pedrosa 

232 

3 

Casey Stoner 

186 

4 

Andrea Dovizioso 

163 

5 

Cal Crutchlow 

122 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Suter 

2 

Pol Espagaro, SPA 

Kalex 

3 

Andrea lannone, ITA 

Speed Up 

4 

Mika Kallio, FIN 

Kalex 

5 

Esteve Rabat, SPA 

Kalex 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 12 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

1 

Marc Marquez 

238 

2 

Pol Espagaro 

185 

3 

Andrea lannone 

165 

4 

Thomas Luthi 

161 

5 

Scott Redding 

115 


Moto3 RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Sandro Cortese, GER 

KTM 

2 

Luis Salom, SPA 

Kalex KTM 

3 

Romano Fenati, ITA 

FTR Honda 

4 

Alex Rins, SPA 

Suter Honda 

5 

Maverick Vinales, SPA 

FTR Honda 


Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 12 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

1 

Sandro Cortese 

225 

2 

Maverick Vinales 

179 

3 

Luis Salom 

169 

4 

Romano Fenati 

120 

5 

Alex Rins 

96 


























































Stefan Bradl led his best charge yet for a 
MotoGP trophy in his maiden season until 
fading in the final stages of the race. The 
German is still the brightest prospect from 
his country to hit the premier class this 
generation. Maverick Vihales (left) was pushed 
out from a top three result on the final corner 
and his Moto3 chances suffered as Cortese 
grabbed his third win of the year on the KTM 















NEWS 


SPIES AND 
IANNONE 
ARE DUCA'II 
■JUNIORS' 


P rior to the San Marino GP, a press release 
from the Ducati factory alerted us to the 
announcement of American Ben Spies and 
Italian Andrea lannone as the two satellite-bike 
riders for the Borgo Panigale brand next year. 
The fact that it came directly from Ducati and 
not from the Pramac Team, under whose man¬ 
agement the squad will run, was a key point. 

The riders have both been promised a machine 
with much more factory involvement than in 
recent years, more akin to the four-bike set¬ 
up of Yamaha which in theory gives its riders 
equal footing across the board and can devel¬ 
op its material with feedback from all quarters. 
As such, the signing of the more experienced 
Spies and rookie lannone seems to be a case 
of covering all bases. 




EDWARDS 
CONFIRMED 
FOR 2013 


Whilst the row still continues about what bike 
he will ride this for the remainder of this year, 
never mind in 2013, Colin Edwards and For¬ 
ward Racing confirmed they will take up the 
second year option on their partnership at 
Misano. 

Tweets by Edwards such as “Electronics were 
awesome again today... Not!” had been coun¬ 
tered by some apparently disparaging remarks 
in private from Eskil Suter about the veteran’s 
efforts this season. However both parties still 
continued their relationship this weekend - 
albeit with Danilo Petrucci and loda now being 
provided a BMW Suter hybrid as a backup. 

The Texan will no doubt have been delighted to 
seal a season’s best 11th place in the race, and 
unlike Petrucci, avoid being lapped by Lorenzo. 


Milagro 










SCRAMBLE FOR FINAL 
WORKS SEAT CONTINUES 


he rush for the ride on the final prototype 
bike still available for 2013 hotted up in 
Misano, with two of the main contenders for 
the Honda performing well over the chaotic 
weekend. 

The bike, which is currently in San Carlo col¬ 
ours for the Gresini team, was taken to an 
impressive and emotional podium by Alvaro 
Bautista at the weekend, which will have done 
the Spaniard’s cause no harm at all. He is now 
clearly the front-runner to keep that fourth 
RC213V, and his comments after the race that 
he and Fausto Gresini are locked in talks at the 
moment suggest that if the Italian has his way, 
then the status quo will continue into next year. 

However other rumours surfaced in Italy that 
Gresini’s grip on the bike may not be certain, 
and there are possibilities that LCR could run a 
two-man team. If so, the talk is that Jonathan 
Rea may be in line for a call-up, after his sta¬ 
tus as a Honda favourite was recently boosted 
not only by his Suzuka 8-hour win but by his 


methodical yet rapid adaptation to the MotoGP 
machine. 

The Ulsterman has long been keen to make the 
step up into MotoGP, but since an opening has 
never really appeared, he has towed the com¬ 
pany line and slogged away on the Honda SBK 
bike with relative success. His eighth place in 
his first GP may not sound like much from the 
outside, but within the team people are quietly 
impressed considering the circumstances of 
his debut. 

There are other names in the pot for the fourth 
Honda, such as Moto2 riders like Scott Red¬ 
ding and Tom Luthi, but it looks currently as 
though it will be a straight fight between Bau¬ 
tista and Rea. 

Whether Bautista can keep up the pace at the 
front with an almost guaranteed full weekend 
of action, or if Rea can continue to progress 
in his second and final appearance as Casey 
Stoner’s replacement may just tip the scales 
one way or the other. 
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Photos: Taglioni S., Archer R. 
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THE RIGHT REASONS 

By Gavin Emmett 



W ith the first three practices at Misano 
almost a complete washout and the top 
riders only turning a couple of laps apiece, there 
were lots of questions knocking around the 
MotoGP paddock about what could be done to 
ensure the riders are out on track and the fans 
who are in attendance at the circuit, or who are 
watching on TV, are getting the bang for their 
buck. 

It’s a tough one, with engine restrictions in Mo¬ 
toGP these days, if nobody else is lapping the 
teams are more than happy for their riders to sit 
out a practice if it means the motors will sit dor¬ 
mant in the pit garages. A couple of hours less 
practice time on a race weekend means that 
someone like Jorge Lorenzo, who lost a brand 
new engine when he was taken out by Alvaro 
Bautista in Assen, can breathe a little easier 
come the final stages of the season. 

Of course, if there had been a downpour in 
Misano then the riders would almost certainly 
have gone out on track to get a wet set-up, but 
it was that no-mans land between wet and dry 
which meant they weren’t going to get the most 
out of the wet tyres, and the slicks would have 
proved too much of a risk. 

It’s likely that word ‘risk’ was the main reason 
behind the riders staying pit-side in Misano. 

For the championship challengers especially, 
a small spill here could cost them the champi¬ 
onship, with five more races to come over the 
next seven weeks. With temperatures at a low, 
the tyres and brakes wouldn’t be getting up to 
optimum operating levels and with the greasy 
remnants of the rain-showers still affecting the 
track surface, why take the risk of ruining a 
whole season’s work and investment? 


I asked MotoGP hero Loris Capirossi about this! 
and guess what the new safety representative’s | 
reply was? 

“Bullshit!” he exclaimed. “The riders could go 
out if they wanted to, they would just have to 
take it easy. I think we should maybe force the 
riders to go out for a minimum five laps per ses¬ 
sion, they’re just trying to save on engines I’m 
sure! The best thing of course would be to have 
intermediate tyres, but that is not going to hap¬ 
pen with the current tyre regulations.” 

Riders face the risk of the 
team’s wrath or that of 
their fans... 

I asked why, and what the arguments were 
against intermediates and he replied that firstly 
it was financial, “Bridgestone don’t want the 
cost of developing a whole new tyre. Michelin 
used to make them, but Bridgestone never have 
since they arrived in GP. They make wet and dry 
tyres, full stop. The rider can manage both sure, 
but I don’t see why they couldn’t just do hand- 
cut slicks or something. I once asked to do this 
about four years ago in a very cold practice, but 
it was a big no-no.” 

“The thing is, you wouldn’t use an intermediate 
tyre in the race really, because if you thought 
about the intermediate, you would go with the 
dry, so I can see their point.” 

It seems that for now riders are going to have to 
either take the risk of their team’s wrath or that 
of their fans. 


THE WORLDS MOST TECHNOLOGICALLY 
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THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE 
MANY RIDERS PROTECTED 
BY LEATT® 
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Feature 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer & Ducati 














DUCATI’S DOMAIN 
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DUCATI’S DOMAIN 



A journey into the heart of Ducati is pretty 
much what you’d expect it to be. A small, 
historic and old facility lined from floor to ceil¬ 
ing with technology, tools and components to 
make some of the most exotic and desirable 
motorcycles on the road today. 

What is a slight surprise is the fact that the 
factory is open to the general public at all. 
Having previously experienced the tight se¬ 
curity and air of wariness from the Japanese 
when taken on a visit of Yamaha’s principal 
plant in Iwata, Japan a glimpse of the assem¬ 
bly lines and systems to construct the shiny 
‘toys’ we only usually see in dealerships or on 
show stands is a rare opportunity. 

At Borgo Panigale Ducati unlock their doors to 
several small groups four times each day (look 
at the official website HERE for more info and 
how to book) and a nominal fee of 10 euros 
is charged for a guided tour of the key areas, 
although the Corse racing division and the 
MotoGP workshop remain firmly off limits and 
are buried somewhere deep inside the little 
network of buildings. 

Obviously cameras are not allowed on the fac¬ 
tory floor but OTOR’s Ray Archer was allowed 
to go snap-happy in the sumptuous museum 
that is formed around a huge helmet layout. 
The gallery of Ducati machinery begins with 
origins but very soon swings into a line-up of 
racing alumni and the story of the ‘red’ (Duca- 
tis’ are crimson like Ferrari to reflect Italy’s 
old national racing colour) really hits its stride 
when the Superbike years from 1990 click 
around. 

It is the last two decades that have really de¬ 
fined the Ducati story on the track and across 
the drawing sheets as well as in the board- 
room. The iconic 916 (a former exhibit at the 
Guggenheim museum) set pulses racing on 
the street as well as behind the trackside bar¬ 
riers and surged the company into even wider 
international consciousness. 








Motorcycles such as the 916 and its future 
brethren right up to the current darling, the 
Panigale, have helped Ducati morph into an 
even bigger motorcycling brand and have 
steered the firm through three different sets of 
ownership papers in the space of just sixteen 
years. 

The museum - built in 1998 - stretches around 
and into the MotoGP era where curiously a 
Desmosedici with the ‘46’ is missing from the 
spectrum that includes bikes ridden by Loris 
Capirossi, Casey Stoner and Nicky Hayden. It 
would seem that a Rossi-livered Ducati would 
be a powerful magnet to Italian fans (and there 
are a lot, enough so that our group is split into 
two when we pass the gates, one international 
and one national). 

Seeing as Valentino Rossi’s decision to aban¬ 
don his fruitless plight to create history with 
Ducati came only several weeks before our 
visit, I could not resist asking our guide if a 
Rossi racebike had perhaps been removed. Her 
(rather damning) answer is that the curator 
holds the final decision and the focus is on the 
bikes that have actually been successful. Ouch. 

I did wonder why Hayden’s 69 was therefore 
included, both the American and Rossi have 
gained MotoGP podiums. 

Only Stoner was world champion, delivering 
the factory’s first MotoGP crown in 2007 and 
the Australian, Capirossi (who set the fast¬ 
est speed record with 348kph at Catalunya in 
2003) and another Aussie, Troy Bayliss, have 
stood atop a MotoGP podium. 
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The museum holds a wonderful narrative and 
drips with nostalgia but the strongest images 
from the tour are the half naked Panigales in 
the factory. The myriad of parts, engineering 
and the process through engine builds (the 
focus squarely on configurations for Europe 
and California), the two assembly lines them¬ 
selves where 225 bikes can be hand built 
each day through the rolling road, quality 
control and then the packing area (Ducati 
dealerships around the world are taught how 
to mount the fairing and aesthetics to avoid 
any possible damage through freight) literally 
has you ready to open the wallet by the time 
you are through the gate. 

OTOR gave the Visa card a good flex and was 
confident it could take the £20k damage but 
we were happy the third line was abandoned. 
It was here that Ducati put together 1500 
units of their Desmosedici RR road bike at a 
cool price of 65,000 euros each. Our guide 
commented that the special edition sold out 
and a hefty percentage went to the USA for 
‘rocks stars and celebrities’. 

By virtue of their technology and design and 
their unmistakable 'Italian-ness' (read style, 
spirit, passion etc), being at Ducati for a cou¬ 
ple of hours seems like an un-missable entry 
on any motorcycle fans checklist. 
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W hen Ducati came to life through 
the establishment and invest 
of the three brothers (Adriano, Mar¬ 
cello and Bruno) the factory origi¬ 
nally manufactured radios and radio 
equipment. 


The first engine was the 60cc Cuc- 
ciolo, produced in 1948 to offer 
cheap transportation and an easy 
bicycle mod in the post-war years. 

It was claimed a litre of fuel could 
power the unit to a 100km distance. 
By 1950 the company added wheels 
and a chassis to their motor. 


Ducati had their best year of sales in their 
history in 2011, shipping 42,000 bikes. 


I nitially the company employed 
7000 people. Today Ducati em¬ 
ployees number just over a 1000; 
500 in the factory, 400 in adminis¬ 
tration and other departments and 
130 in the Corse race department. 
30% of the demographic is female. 


Normally a pair of 
technicians on the 
factory floor can 
construct an engine 
in 50 minutes. 
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Of the more curious models in Ducati’s museum: 

-The 1956 lOOcc Siluro provides a notable chapter 
in Ducati’s history as it was with this bullet-shaped 
bike that speed records were broken at Monza. The 
private test riders negotiated the famous banking 
wearing cork helmets. 


-The Apollo was made in 1964 to rival Harley David¬ 
son as a commissioned motorcycle for the American 
police force. Only four of the heavy 1250cc bikes 
were made and the engine performance was too 
much for the chassis and tyres of the time. Now the 
Apollo is a priceless collectors piece. 


-Mike Hailwood is a revered part of the Ducati story 
and there are a couple of interesting features on his 
1978 TT winner. Most notably the transparent strips 
on the tank that show the fuel level and the bike was 
also the first to have the gear pedal switched to the 
left to cope with a pre-season test injury the English¬ 
man had picked up. 










I The bikes are only started on the 
' rolling road when they are almost 
complete. The engine failure rate 
is now 1% compared to the 7-8% 
experienced in the 1990s. 



I n the 1980s Ducati say their pro¬ 
duction output decreased but this 
was a rich period for technological 
development with the TT2 machine 
leading the charge with the first belt 
driven bikes and emergence of the 
trellis frame. 


D ucati’s experimentation with the 
mono cylinder motorcycle was 
an interesting but costly exercise. 
The 1993 Supermono model would 
now cost 150,000 euros. Only 65 
were made in a two year period. 


D ucati has a reputation for be¬ 
ing construction ‘artisans’. The 
assembly lines are not automated, 
meaning that each facet of a motorcy¬ 
cle is hand built and with the majority 
of components coming from Italy. 




D ucati won their first WSB 
title in 1990 with Frenchman 
Raymond Roche (he claimed 16 
of 26 races); the motorcycle was 
the 851, the precursor to the 888. 




DUCA'ITS DOMAIN 


Ducatis are built to order. The factory has 
a high and a low season. From January to 
July the small plant at Borgo Panigale roll 
225 bikes into boxes each day. From the 
summer until December this quantity is 
reduced to 100 per day. 

















By Roland Brown, Photos by Paul Barshon, Alessio Barbanti, Patrick Gosling (Explorer) 
Alessio/Stefano Gadda (Trophy) 





Recently Triumph’s sights have been focused 
on BMW’s familiar blue-and-white badge, 
resulting in two major new models aimed 
directly at long-distance sectors ruled by the 
German marque. The Tiger Explorer is a large- 
capacity adventure bike built to take on the 
R1200GS of round-the-world fame; the Trophy 
was developed to challenge BMW’s traditional 
dominance of the touring class. 


Both Triumphs are powered by the same new 
engine: a 1215cc transverse triple that kicks 
out a hefty maximum of 135bhp in Explorer 
form, or 132bhp when fitted with the Trophy’s 
slightly more restrictive exhaust. The dohc, 
12-valve motor was developed with a broad 
power band in mind, and incorporates a low- 
maintenance shaft final drive. 


T riumph can do little wrong these days. 

While most motorcycle manufacturers are 
struggling through the recession the British 
firm is going from strength to strength, build¬ 
ing up its range with a string of new bikes that 
are consistently among the best in their class. 
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The Tiger Explorer was first to arrive, in the 
spring, and the seriousness of its challenge 
to the previously all-conquering GS was clear. 
Its liquid-cooled three-cylinder motor is very 
different to BMW’s familiar air-cooled flat-twin. 
But the Explorer’s look and layout, from its 
beaky front mudguard to the dual-seat that can 
quickly be adjusted for height, confirmed the 
Hinckley factory design team’s inspiration. 

That 135bhp output gives the Triumph an 
advantage of about 25bhp over the GS and 
Yamaha’s rival Super Tenere, and the power is 
combined with a pleasing three-cylinder char¬ 
acter plus a smoothness that makes for re¬ 
laxed high-speed cruising. It’s a flexible power- 
plant, too; capable of sending the Explorer 
surging effortlessly past a line of traffic on the 
motorway... or accelerating from low speed in 
top gear on some dusty, far-flung trail. 

Better still is the Triumph’s handling, which 
is remarkably light and neutral for a big bike 
with relatively soft, long-travel suspension. The 
Explorer is tall, and at 259kg with fuel it’s no 
lightweight. 


But it does a good job of disguising that weight 
on the move, and is fun on a twisty road, 
backed up by powerful, ABS-equipped brakes. 

Triumph have also done a good job with the 
fixtures and fittings that are vital in this class. 
Its screen gives reasonable protection, and 
like the GS’s can quickly be manually adjusted 
after loosening a couple of wing-nuts. Its fuel 
tank (combined with 40mpg-plus economy) 
gives respectable range of over 150 miles. 

The seat was comfortable on my relatively 
short test ride; standard equipment includes a 
power socket and rear carrier. 

Minor complaints from the launch in southern 
Spain included a slightly snatchy throttle and a 
cruise control that struggled to maintain a con¬ 
stant speed. But overall the Explorer was su¬ 
perb: quicker and arguably slightly more agile 
than the previously all-conquering R1200GS, 
equally well equipped and (at £11,199) slightly 
less expensive. 




And the Trophy tourer that is about to reach 
the showrooms is every bit as impressive. In 
contrast with the go-anywhere Explorer this 
is a pure roadster, designed to take on BMW’s 
perennially popular boxer, the R1200RT, and 
six-cylinder K1600GT. No surprise, then, that 
the Trophy’s broad fairing, with its large, pro¬ 
tective mirrors and electronically adjustable 
screen, has a vaguely similar look. 


The Trophy has a unique personality, though, 
and also feels different to the Explorer, partly 
because its fairing and screen are much larger. 
The windscreen is particularly impressive, its 


generous range of adjustment allowing riders 
of almost all heights to find a position giving 
minimal wind noise. Which helped us hear Tri¬ 
umph’s first sound system, which is standard 
on the higher spec Trophy SE. 

Predictably the engine was just as noteworthy 
as the Explorer, giving rapid straight-line per¬ 
formance, effortless top-gear overtaking abil¬ 
ity and smooth, relaxed cruising at main-road 
speeds. The Triumph was also economical, 
averaging almost 50mpg for a range of over 
200 miles. 
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And crucially the Trophy was comfortable 
enough to exploit that range. The launch in¬ 
volved a 200-mile day in Scotland, followed 
by 400 miles to return the bike to Triumph’s 
factory the following day. I arrived at Hinckley 
without a hint of discomfort and had enjoyed 
the ride immensely, thanks partly to the Tro¬ 
phy’s excellent handling. For a big bike weigh¬ 
ing over 300kg with fuel it is remarkably agile, 
yet also effortlessly stable at high speeds. The 
SE model incorporates Triumph’s first electron¬ 
ic suspension system, which gives push-button 
tuning to suit load and riding style. 


Numerous other neat touches include the fair¬ 
ing’s automatically locking glove compartment 
The panniers are flexibly mounted and linked, 
enhancing aerodynamics and improving sta¬ 
bility. Triumph have even refined the engine’s 
throttle response and cruise control since the 
Explorer’s launch, answering two complaints 
aimed at that bike — whose owners will get 
the changes via a software update at the next 
service. 





Tourers are inevitably expensive by two¬ 
wheeled standards but (at £12,949 for the 
standard model and £14,299 for the SE) the 
Trophy is competitively priced. 


It’s not just arguably the best touring bike on 
the market, it’s possibly the best bike Triumph 
have produced since being reborn 22 years 
ago. After the summer of sporting success, one 
more burst of patriotic pride is entirely justi¬ 
fied. 









TRIUMPH TROPHY & TIGER EXPLORER 











GRAND PRIX OF EUROPE 

FAENZA (ITA) ■ SEPTEMBER 9th ■ Rnd 15 of 16 

MX1 winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 

MX2 winner: Jeffrey Herlings, KTM ^ i 

European MX2 Champion: Mel Pocock, Yamaha 














O n an emotional afternoon in Faenza, Italy 
for the penultimate round of the FIM Mo- 
tocross World Championship it was Tony Cai- 
roli who pulled the heartstrings even further in 
the post-race press conference. 

“I want to dedicate this victory to my mum 
because this day last year she passed away,” 
the champion said. ”1 wanted a perfect day to 
dedicate to her. I believe she watched me and 
would be proud.” 



Both Cairoli and Herlings were superb and 
both won their respective MX1 and MX2 motos 
for the seventh time from fifteen meetings this 
season. The only threat to KTM power came in 
the form of Christophe Pourcel who excelled 
across through the many bumps and ruts (the 
perilous nature of which caught out the likes 
of Rui Goncalves and Max Nagl) in his smooth 
and almost cheeky style to almost deny Cairoli 
his eighth double of 2012 (and fifth in a row) 
by just over a second in the final MX1 moto. 



Gautier Paulin and a re-energised Seb Pourcel 
(who won his first career GP at Faenza in a 
similar heatwave in 2007) were also eye-catch¬ 
ing performers as MX1 again put on a show 
after a few drab meetings in which Cairoli has 
been untouchable. 




Herlings headed Tommy Searle once more in 
MX2 (the tenth occasion the pair have been 
1-2 in either order) and it was hard not to feel 
sorry for the Brit who lost 40-50 points in one 
fateful meeting in Latvia and also had to taste 
runner-up sentiments at Faenza in 2008 when 
he tailed then KTM team-mate Tyla Rattray. 















Herlings took his seventh double 
moto victory from a total of nine 
GP successes in 2012. He did it 
across what he described as one 
of the hardest tracks of the season 
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Another one for the cabinet. Cairoli 
leaves the podium with his hands 
full once more. The championship 
trophy was actually presented to 
him by his father on this occasion 




Tommy Searle could be happy to see the back of 
Faenza (the last venue to be confirmed on the 2012 
calendar). The Brit has now finished as championship 
runner-up on his last two visits to the circuit 








Some of the ruts at Faenza were ferocious - ; 
thing not often said of Italian tracks. Desalle 
finished third overall to finish as MX1 runner 
up for the second time in three years 







A decent crowd packed into the 
relatively tight facility and saw three 
championships celebrated with one 
round of the series still to go 
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Irishman Graeme Irwin 
tries to handle the ruts 


Josh Coppins (6) was making the first 
of his final two GP appearances. The 
Australian Champion had a good first 
moto on the factory Yamaha 
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Rui Goncalves broke a 
shoulder blade and suffered a 
concussion in the first moto. 
Faenza might be his last turn of 
the wheel on the works Honda 
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C9NEWS 

LAST MXGP PUZZLE 
PIECES WAITING TO DROP 


T he final Grand Prix of the FIM Motocross 
World Championship will take place this 
coming weekend (September 23rd) at Talkes- 
sel in Teutschenthal for the Grand Prix of Ger¬ 
many. At the sprawling circuit near Halle - that 
is set to be a sell-out thanks to the presence of 
Ken Roczen enjoying a wild-card outing in the 
MX1 class - a couple more signings for 2013 
could be announced with Max Nagl heavily 
linked with the second saddle at the factory 
Honda World Motocross, Kevin Strijbos also 
tipped for a third return to the works Suzuki 
crew next to Clement Desalle and Jeremy Van 
Horebeek allegedly posted for the other Ka¬ 
wasaki Racing Team berth alongside Gautier 
Paulin. 

Rider announcements have been rather clunky 
this season with only Evgeny Bobryshev and 
Steven Frossard holding press conferences for 
Honda and Yamaha respectively and a gen¬ 
eral delay by brands in confirming news that 
has already lost impact or gone stale through 
rumour and conjecture. Tommy Searle’s delib¬ 
eration in deciding Kawasaki or Honda colours 
for his MX1 debut term next year held things 
up slightly and the paddock still seems in a 
state of flux with fresh talk that one or two big 
sponsors could be moving around. 


I’ve ruminated before on the skewed situation 
for riders in the MX1 and MX2 classes but the 
pressure on previous GP winners in the pre¬ 
mier category to construct plausible deals and 
arrangements in order to go MX1 racing is still 
heavy and less than clear-cut. When a rider 
like Christophe Pourcel is on the verge of third 
place in the MX1 standings and is still con¬ 
templating his best possible options then it is 
obvious that the situation is not quite normal. 

The teams that are already fortunate to have 
a 2013 budget on their laptops will be looking 
to cement plans with only a two month period 
of downtime before work has to begin for the 
coming season (next year’s calendar starts 
two weeks earlier). Those that don’t will have 
a busy period trying to confirm backing for at 
least four fly-away races...meaning even more 
waiting for racers looking to settle their short¬ 
term futures or more off-bike duties to find the 
necessary investment. 







NATIONS 
TICKETS UP 
FOR GRABS 


OTOR is going to be offering two tickets to 
the 66th Motocross of Nations at Lommel in 
Belgium on September 29th-30th over our Fa- 
cebook page (click the icon to see or give us 
a ‘Like’) and another four tickets (two pairs) 
over our Twitter feed (again click the icon to 
Follow us). 

With the raceday entrance to this premier 
event costing 70 euros per adult and 35 for 
minors (12-15) - plus 30 euros to access the 
paddock - we’re able to give away two hun¬ 
dred euros of tickets in each mini contest. 

If you are considering a trip to Lommel to see 
if the Americans can win the Chamberlain tro¬ 
phy for the eighth time in a row then keep an 
eye on our social media channels in the next 
week or so. 



MONSTER 
ENERGY CUP 
EUROS?? 

T he motocross season is entering the 
last couple of corners and as the milder 
autumn air starts to approach in Europe 
thoughts will begin to turn to Supercross 
with events in Geneva, Genoa, Athens and of 
course Bercy already appearing on the sched¬ 
ule. 

The first major appointment before racing 
becomes a full indoor pursuit is the second 
Monster Energy Cup in the Sam Boyd sta¬ 
dium of Las Vegas on October 20th. Notable 
for Ryan Villopoto’s three-heat million dollar 
‘wallet-filler’ on the same date last year, the 
SX-MX hybrid event - the flagship meeting for 
the beverage brand - could count on some 
more European participation if recent pad- 
dock rumours prove true. 

Monster Energy backed riders like Yamaha’s 
Arnaud Tonus, Kawasaki’s Gautier Paulin and 
MX2 championship runner-up Tommy Searle 
are all allegedly in discussions to enter the 
invitational spectacle. The idea of an informal 
Team Europe’ has yet to be confirmed but the 
Swiss, French and Englishman all boast some 
supercross pedigree and will treat the MEC as 
what it is; a fantastic exhibition of talent fol¬ 
lowed by a mega party in Sin City. 
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MOMENTS WITH A CHAMP... 

By Adam Wheeler 



D own the hill and two corners past the fin¬ 
ish line the mob of KTM personnel, friends, 
media and fans were about to jump on Jeffrey 
Herlings after the second moto at the Grand 
Prix of Europe at Faenza. The Dutch teenager - 
still not old enough to be served in a bar - had 
just won his second race of the day and become 
the first rider from his country in twenty years to 
clinch an FIM Motocross World Championship. 

I had a perfect angle on the pandemonium; the 
hillside bank at Faenza affording generous views 
after to a little huff and puff and a short hike. 

Herlings’ celebration was the twenty-sixth I’d 
seen since starting to work and cover Grand Prix 
but this one was a little bit more special. For 
most of the day I’d had the company of a couple 
of marshals nearby and shared a few comments 
and observations on the racing with Joel Smets. 

The unmistakeable (and formerly quite intimi¬ 
dating) Belgian is a five times world champion 
himself and now dedicates his time to guidance 
(in the way of preparation and advice rather 
than filling a managerial or coaching role) for 
young aspiring racers from his country and also 
overseeing Belgium’s selection and performance 
at the Motocross of Nations as Team Manager. 
Smets had earlier seen Cairoli bump his name 
a place down the list of decorated title winners 
in the sport by equalling another Belgian, Joel 
Robert, in his haul of six crowns. 

As Herlings was hoisted onto shoulders and 
doused by numerous sprays of champagne I 
couldn’t resist the rare opportunity to ask the re¬ 
flective Smets next to me if he remembered his 
experiences of the same frantic and uncontrolla¬ 
ble outpouring of emotion, elation and relief that 
we were seeing before us. 


For a second or so the eyes went a bit misty and 
his description of what ‘that moment’ - the ulti¬ 
mate pay off for any athlete that has reached the 
pinnacle of their sport - was precious. Smets 
said he had goosebumps just watching Her¬ 
lings and also recounted how you enter a void 
of blackout having passed a man with a cheq¬ 
uered flag who has affirmed everything you’d 
worked and hoped for. I asked him if he recalls 
each one, and then felt a bit silly having thrown 
the question. His description of trying to piece 
together the victory lap and bevvy of excitement 
of his 2000 500cc world championship win at 
Namur (of all places) was vivid. “I know it is 
somewhere on the ‘hard-drive”, he said “but still 
to this day I cannot remember places like going 
through the Cafe section of Namur and passing 
all those people. I had to watch the DVD. I really 
wish I could get it back but it is like I was in 
another time and place.” 

I suppose there is something equally as eu¬ 
phoric but perhaps more formulaic for 2012’s 
champions Cairoli and Herlings with their re¬ 
joicing happening so freshly. And for Cairoli 
each season since 2009 has followed a familiar 
pattern (there was even talk of setting up a table 
and chairs and mock banquet to evolve the idea 
of the plastic throne that was placed on the start 
straight in Germany last August to welcome his 
fifth title toast, but it never came to fruition at 
Faenza). Smets retired in 2005, one year be¬ 
fore great rival Stefan Everts, and pushed to the 
fringes through injury at the age of 36, but was 
and remains a potent character in motocross. 

For me, on this occasion and thanks to a won¬ 
derfully insightful conversation, there was no 
better way to see how nostalgia can enhance the 
most splendid of memories and reasons why 
human beings push to endeavour. 









NEWS 

JURY STILL OUT ON LE 


A brand new track and facility hosted the 
final round in Lake Elsinore, California 
and really, the reviews were mixed. The facil¬ 
ity itself was pretty good, the entrances, the 
pits, the vendor rows, spectator viewing was all 
pretty good but the track left something to be 
desired in the minds of many riders. But here’s 
the thing, it’s Southern California and no mat¬ 
ter where the series went in SoCal, the tracks 
are the same. They’re hard packed and blue- 
groove by the end of the day no matter what. 
The guys at Elsinore tried their hardest but it is 
what it is. If you were an east coast rider, you 
didn’t like it and struggled a bit. If you were 
a California guy, you liked it and understood 
what you had to face. 


The teams and sponsors want a Southern Cali¬ 
fornian meeting to end the series and that’s 
exactly what they got. 

Myself, I’d go with the opener as it’s a little 
cooler but hey, no one’s listening to me. In 
my mind, the final round’s national gets a ‘B’ 
mark; in that it’s not the best conditions, track, 
etc of the series but it’s not the worst either. 

I would’ve liked to have seen the lap times 
brought down a bit as the track was getting up 
near the three-minute mark and was divided 
by a hill in the middle. So as a fan, you saw 
the bikes on your side for a minute or so and 
then...nothing until they came around again. 
Having a shorter track to keep the fans more 
interested would be better in my opinion. 
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SHORT COMES UP SO 


I n the end, despite both riders feigning indif¬ 
ference, Jake Weimer ended up third in the 
450 class over Andrew Short. And Weimer did 
with some ‘come from behind’ rides at Lake 
Elsinore passing Short both times and holding 
onto third by one point the difference in bonus 
money was probably 50K to, well, zero. Had to 
feel bad for the #29 Short though as he spent 
three days in the hospital prior to LE with an 
infection. In fact, Andrew has been dealing 
with health issues about half the outdoors sea¬ 
son all told. He invited his buddy Ken Roczen 
out to train and hang with him and it turned 
out that the hyper-active 18-year old German 
rides and trains a lot. The veteran Short did 
everything that Roczen did and in the end, it 


may have been too much. The ten-year differ¬ 
ence between the two made a difference in the 
recovery times needed and soon Short wasn’t 
feeling very well. 

Never one to make excuses though, he sol¬ 
diered on the best he could and made the 
podium a few times as well for the McGrath/ 
Brooks Honda team. It’s this type of stuff that 
doesn’t always get out there but to watch An¬ 
drew at Lake Elsinore was to watch a wounded 
seal flop around on the ice (a little graphic, but 
still) as he just went backwards. But no matter 
what, Short will always have Seattle SX to look 
back on when he won his first career indoor 
race. 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 
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BAGGED... 

By Steve Matthes 

W hat a season it was for Monster Pro Circuit 
Kawasaki’s Blake Baggett who captured his 
first 250 crown in dominating fashion at the last 
round at Lake Elsinore, California when he went 
1-2 for the overall win. The points leader from 
start to finish, Baggett truly deserved to own 
this championship. After all, as well as being the 
leader all year, he also won the most overalls, 
the most motos and led the least amount of laps 
compared to his main competition. So thinking 
about it a bit, Baggett didn’t get holeshots and 
run away with a clear track and he didn't front a 
load of laps but he did win a lot. So that means 
there was plenty of demotion of the top guys by 
Baggett. 

He truly was the best rider of 2012 in the class 
and it’s funny how it all worked out for Pro Circuit 
owner Mitch Payton. At the end of 2009, he had 
room for one rider and a choice of two Kawasaki 
superstar amateur racers- Baggett or Dean Wil¬ 
son. And he chose Wilson while Baggett, crushed 
by the news, signed with Rockstar Suzuki. You 
definitely can’t say Payton made a bad choice as 
Wilson won a lot of races and delivered an out¬ 
door crown last season. Baggett was showing se¬ 
rious speed in 2010 when he broke his arm early 
in the motocross term. With his one-year deal up 
and PC needing yet another rider, Baggett got 
back on green and teamed with Wilson and Tyla 
Rattray last year to sweep the 250 national series, 
the first time that’s ever been done. 



The Pro Circuit Kawasaki team has won a lot of 
races over the years. Switching to green in 1993, 
the powerhouse squad not only celebrated Bag¬ 
gett’s title at Lake Elsinore but also the 100th 
outdoor motocross win by the little hop-up shop 
that ‘could’ in Corona, California. 

What the team does is offer riders an incredible 
package of bike and team to make you reach your 
best. If you’re a rider that leaves PC without a 
title or some race wins at the least, you only have 
yourself to blame. Payton surrounds himself with 
a crew of people that work as hard as he does, 
exhausts all avenues to make the bike better and 
spends a lot of his own money to reach the same 
goal. 

Baggett deserves the lion share of credit for what 
he did this year no doubt about it but the crew 
behind the man is a big reason why Pro Circuit, 
year in and year out, is just a championship win¬ 
ning machine. The only thing left for Baggett to 
do is win a supercross title - it’s either him or 
Wilson as outdoor champs and the fastest racers 
to yet a regional SX title. He didn’t have a great 
12 indoor season and the campaign before he 
won a couple of races. Baggett’s got incredible 
speed and endurance and there's no doubt that 
he’s going to be the favorite to defend the MX title 
next year. 

Now about that indoor thing... 
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By Adam Wheeler, photos by Ray Archer 

THE INSIDE TRACK ON THE ITALIAN CONNECTION THAT 
HAS RULED MX1 GRAND PRIX RACING SINCE 2009 








CAIROU’S CREW 


L ike another famous Italian motorcyclist, Tony 
Cairoli certainly appreciates the value of a 
tried, treasured and trusted group around him. 


The four times MX1 World Champion has grown 
from being a protege to a close friend of former 
racer and tuner Claudio De Carli. Cairoli was 
signed by the Roman in 2004 and they won 
the first of two MX2 championships together in 
2005. 


When Yamaha withdrew their support for De 
Carli’s team (who’d been loyal to the brand since 
the mid- 1990s) in the midst of the financial cri¬ 
sis in 2009 with Cairoli on the fringes of his first 
MX1 crown, the ex 500cc racer sought a new 
home and structure that could support ‘222’ 
and with the rider’s blessing. It was common 
knowledge that Cairoli had several lucrative fac¬ 
tory offers at the time but gave De Carli enough 
breathing room and freedom to construct the 
deal with KTM that would not only absorb the 
Sicilian but also the nucleus of the crew that 
had been instrumental in his rise to the top of 
the FIM Motocross World Championship. 


From left to right: Riccardo Bonafede, Tony 
Cairoli, Claudio De Carli, Nazzareno Properzi 







ORIGINS... 

Claudio De Carli, Team Manager: I saw poten¬ 
tial in Tony so I decided to invest in him for 
the world championship in 2004 - his second 
season - but after a few months I decided that 
we had a racer and a person that was pretty 
special. 

Tony Cairoli, six times world champion in MX1 
and MX2 with two brands and three differ¬ 
ent bikes: Claudio always seems a bit serious 
on the outside but he is a good and kind guy 
and his team always had a professional im¬ 
age to me when I was younger. People spoke 
well about the team and I was pumped that he 
asked me to be a part of it in 2004. I listened 
to everything he said from the outset because I 
knew I was in a good place. 

De Carli: Tony was grateful to be part of the 
team and because of that - and his general at¬ 
titude anyway - he listened to all that we said 
and took our advice onboard. He has never 
disrespected the team or me in any way. He is 
just a good person. 

Nazzareno Properzi, former chief mechanic 
and now race mechanic: We worked together 
since 2004 as I was the chief mechanic of the 
team and Tony had another guy on the tools, 
Lino. The first time I saw him I could see he 
had talent on the bike but I didn’t think ‘here 
is a special rider’. I did notice how he always 
wanted to ride though, all the time. He would 


say to Claudio ‘let’s go!’. He worked a lot with 
Federici [GP winning team-mate Claudio] in 
the winter. 

Riccardo Bonafede, training mechanic, Cairoli 
motorhome driver: I joined the De Carli team 
at the end of 2005 and have been working 
solely with Tony since last year. On my arrival 
to GPs I saw him as a very fast rider that just 
kept getting better and better. In MX2 he was a 
bit different because the bike was lighter and it 
was easier to do something with it. With more 
‘cc’ in MX1 he knew he had to take care and 
look after the feeling and energy on the bike 
during a race. He hasn’t lost a season since he 
entered the class, which is impressive. 

Properzi: Tony had a different kind of riding 
style at the beginning, certainly compared to 
other Italian riders like Federici and Chiodi. He 
was scrubbing and making whips and jumping 
in a new way. He was part of the new genera¬ 
tion. He has calmed down a bit since! 

De Carli: In 2004, his first year with me in 
GPs, he had been training with Federici over 
the winter and I could see that by the start of 
the season he was already at Claudio’s level. I 
thought ‘if he continues progressing like this, 
then we can think about a very good cham¬ 
pionship’ and that turned out to be the case. 

It wasn’t long at all before we were looking at 
Grand Prix podiums. 









De Car//; "Sometimes there were matters 
where I wouldn't have dared to offer advice 
but Tony has come up to me to ask. Many 
times I can see he listens.." 


THE SHIFf FROM BLUE TO ORANGE... 


Properzi: I have to thank Tony because when 
we finished with Yamaha he took the decision 
to stay with the group and we all went to KTM. 
Tony saw that it was important to remain with 
the same people and the value of that group. 

De Carli: We had to make a choice. After the 
meeting in 2009 where Yamaha said they were 
not going to support us any more Tony said 
“let’s work relaxed and get this championship 
won and then bring me a good proposal so 
we can keep together”. In a few days we had 
meetings with Pit Beirer and KTM as well as 
Red Bull and we went in that direction because 
it was a good move for the whole team and we 
had good support from Red Bull. They really 
wanted to keep Tony, and Pit had already been 
keen to talk to us even before we knew our fate 
with Yamaha. Pit really helped to make it hap¬ 
pen and previously had told us that the door 
was always open. 


Cairoli: It wasn’t too difficult, and I really want¬ 
ed it to happen. When the offers were coming 
in I would talk to Claudio and we’d try to bring 
any kind of deal closer to what was available. 

I was always in contact with him. I owed him 
that much because he helped me when I was a 
‘nobody’. 

De Carli: What was good from the beginning 
was that Tony liked and trusted his group and 
did not want to change a single detail. Pit saw 
that and believed in the winning team. Tony 
gave us a challenge and we gave him one back 
with the new 350SX-F but he had that trust in 
us to decide to make the move. It could have 
failed or not worked out for him, but it didn’t. 

Bonafede: When you start again you have to 
build again, and Tony already had the people 
and support he needed. 




factor. 


Tony on Claudio: "He has helped me a lot, not 
just with advice on riding and the technical 
side but also in other matters when it comes to 
business and deciding what to do in life.” 
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WORKING WITH TONY... 


Tony on Riccardo: “Riccardo is like a friend. He 
came to the team for the 2006 season as the 
mechanic for Bonini and started to get experi¬ 
ence. He then worked with Rui Goncalves and 
got some decent race time with a top level 
rider. Afterwards he started to work with me as 
a practice mechanic and driver of the camper 
and I was really happy about that. He's a nice 
guy and easy to hang out with; we’ll go cycling 
and running together which I can’t do with the 
older guys!” 


De Carli: He is quite picky about his training. 
He trains a lot but then the next day he might 
decide to go fishing and relax. He also does 
some surprising stuff like organising a boat for 
the whole team to go fishing in Brazil. He is 
pretty unpredictable and is normally the first 
who wants to have some fun and rallies every¬ 
body around him. 

Properzi: In the winter and during the testing 
for the next season Tony has his ideas on how 
the bike should be and we work a lot to deliver 
that. If and when we meet the grade then he is 
not so demanding for the rest of the season, 
there are only small things to change for the 
races and he is pretty normal with how he han¬ 
dles and sets up the bike. 

Bonafede: He is easy to work with and doesn’t 
want to make too many changes. He knows 
what he wants at the beginning and if he gets 
that then he knows the rest is up to him. I 
think he is one of the best motocrossers we 
have seen. 



Bonafede: “He had unbelievable speed but now 
is faster because he has a ‘cleaner’ style and a 
lot of race experience. I still don’t think we have 
seen the best of him...there is more to come.” 



Tony on Nazza: ",In the first year he was the 
mechanic for Federici but he was always free 
with his advice on lines or the bike. He has 
been working with me for the past two and a 
half years. He is a funny guy. We like similar 
stuff and we are both big fans of good food! He 
is pretty shy but also has his opinions! For the 
bike he is always quick to make suggestions 
and we work hard to be prepared." 


THE KEY TO BEING CHAMPION... 


De Carli: He is always positive. In 2005 at St 
Jean in France when he was disqualified for the 
qualifying incident with Guarneri everybody 
was quite down in the truck because we were 
going for the championship that year. He ar¬ 
rived and said ‘come on everybody, heads up, 
from now on I will beat everybody race by race 
and we will do this’. It was very uplifting. The 
same thing happened this year after the two 
DNFs in Sweden and again the message was 
‘don’t worry, we will make it happen’. I have 
never seen Tony - even in the toughest mo¬ 
ments - very down. If he has had a hard time 
I can see him thinking for a few minutes but 
then he is positive again. There is great energy 
there. 

Properzi: There are many moments about 
Tony that stand out for me but I think one of 
the most recent is the second moto in Swe¬ 
den where he ran into the bank of mud and 
the bike became stuck. He was there clawing 


away at the mud with his hands to get the bike 
free and to continue and I think that says a lot 
about him as a person and a racer. 

Bonafede: He has hardly changed as a person. 
The fact that he has a grounded personality is 
one of his aces in the pack. He can seem like 
a friend to everybody and is also very profes¬ 
sional. He is quite a closed guy when it comes 
to his feelings and I’ve never really seen him 
‘down’. Of course there was a very tough time 
when he mother was sick and passed away but 
even in the dark moments Tony seems to find 
it very easy to be ‘up’ and cheerful. 

De Carli: He is such an amazing rider that 
there are many special moments. Above all 
Tony loves the sports and he loves the life¬ 
style he has. He is happy to be here and he 
is always motivated; this is one of his big 
strengths. 
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ALPINIESTARS 


More eye-catching gear from Alpinestars. 
On the left is the new Bionic SX Knee pro¬ 
tector. The basic premise of the product 
is to offer a lightweight form of protection 
for off-road riders and racers that might 
not need the full arsenal of the Carbon 
knee brace. Expect to pay around 90 
euros or 80 pounds for the airy, slim and 
comfy-fitting solutions to all those errant 
tree branches or flying stones. 



On this page are the Air Plus Gore-Tex 
XCR boots. The promotional hook of the 
footwear is based around light/breath¬ 
able but fully weather-resistant material 
meaning the Air Pluses fall into the gap 
between full-on race boot and everyday 
commuter. The new soles will cost around 
190 euros or 180 pounds. 
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DC SHOES 

With Travis Pastrana’s Nitro Circus Live coming 
to Europe for the first time in November (and 
visiting Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Ger¬ 
many, Holland, Spain, Sweden and the UK in a 
three week stint) DC are naturally getting behind 
one of their premium athletes. 

Here are some of the latest goodies in the TP 
range with the rider/daredevil/entertainer (who 
along with his Nitro Circus buddies are insured 
for up for five million dollars for their two and a 
half hour show) boasting the distinct Pastrana 
lifestyle look and 199 signature number. 


For more info on where Nitro Circus can be seen 
click HERE. And have a look at the video to see 
what’s in store for European audiences... 

































MONSTER ENERGY 

Already a major player in the United States with 
a vast share of the energy drink market, Monster 
Energy is making rapid progress across Europe. 

On the shop shelves the original ‘green’ and ‘blue’ 
flavours have been around for several years and 
the expanding range of beverages was augmented 
this summer with the popular ‘Rehab’ flavour. 
Monster Energy stand out through their invest¬ 
ment in a number of sports, events and athletes 
and successfully convey an image of attitude and 
lifestyle. 

One of their chief icons is rally magician and grow¬ 
ing cult figure Ken Block and it was only a matter 
of time before a dedicated can featuring the Gym¬ 
khana star (with design tweaks from the man him¬ 
self) would be working its way into crates. Keep an 
eye out for this special edition popping up across 
the continent in the coming weeks. 







+ G msvitf 


#)yrER? 

;Ie R G Y 

ENBLt&K 


awifUfcHfia! 1 , 1 


^knVjto j 
kaiiml I 
:?|ing>i! U 
»[ dm In* G 
wiAtie 
AkMMi 

*4£ 




y 



K : 

K 





















SCOTTSPORTS 



Scott Sports are putting a real ‘push’ into their 
motorcycling products and we’re only happy to do 
the same with the performance brand churning 
out some nice-looking and high-quality material 
over the last few months. 

Highlighted here at the centre of their off-road 
range is the 2013 350 series. The ‘Grid Locke’ 
scheme of the 350 (the 450 is the top of the line 
race-ready gear but the 350 is more than capable 
of lasting the distance in a plethora of riding con¬ 
ditions and carries a reasonable price) comes in 
three other shades aside from this fetching green 
and black design. 



Have a look at the website and don’t forget some 
of the innovative other products such as the 350 
helmet and excellent Recoil, Tyrant and Hustle 
goggles. 




















‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 

Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 
Ray Archer Photographer 

Steve Cox Photo-journalist and AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Steve Matthes AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 

Nuria Garcia, Paula Mastrangelo & Tactilestudio Design 
Gabi Alvarez Web developer 
www.ribitsolutions.com Hosting 
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This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 





